CHAPTER III
THE LONG PARLIAMENT 1640-1642
THE Long Parliament met at Westminster on November 3, 1640. Most of its members, even as Cromwell himself, had sat in the Parliament of the preceding May, but they came together now in a different temper, and with far greater power in their hands.    Charles could not venture to dissolve them so long as the Scottish army was encamped on English soil.    " No fear of raising the Parliament/' wrote a Scot, " so long as the lads about Newcastle sit still."
There were three things which the Long Parliament was resolved to do. The first was to release the sufferers from arbitrary government; the second, to punish the men by whose hands the King had sought to establish his arbitrary power ; the third, to amend the constitution so that arbitrary rule should be impossible hereafter. Pym's long experience in Parliaments made him the undisputed leader of the popular party, and his maxim was that it was not
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